Research Paper Guidelines
ENC1101  

Research Paper Final Draft: 					15% of overall grade
Topic and Thesis statement – 10 points
Works Cited Page with Annotations – 100 points
Peer review – 50 points
Final Draft – 200 points



1. First of all, the topic is up to you, but you may NOT choose any of the topics on the FORBIDDEN GENERAL TOPICS LIST

A. This is not meant to be an easy assignment. It’s meant to make you think on a deeper level     about what really interests you. Narrow your topic down to something specific—  but not too specific—about your topic.  
1. Once you’ve narrowed down your topic, decide the purpose of your paper and your paper’s primary pattern of organization (e.g. process, definition, chronological, comparison and contrast, classification, illustrative, persuasive, cause and effect).
1. Then create a working THESIS STATEMENT.  A solid thesis statement will help organize the bare bones of your overall paper.  A good thesis statement will contain some sort of list of general points.  Each point mentioned in the thesis statement will be each point listed (in order) within the body of the paper.

1. Create a WORKS CITED PAGE.  It’s actually quite important that you do this first.  It saves you a lot of time and hassle. If you decide you wish to change or add any source(s) on your Works Cited page, don’t stress over it!  You can always go back and edit it later.

1. Take notes from your source material.  Paraphrase or summarize crucial main points, and then put a quick parenthetical citation after it, for yourself.  Use facts and specific ideas that support your thesis’ key points. Don’t forget to note the author’s last name and page number where the quote/material came from.  I recommend using index cards. 

1.  Create a WORKING OUTLINE.  As you’re outlining (or planning) your paper, incorporate your source material citations. Remember: The (source) author’s ideas or facts are mere SUPPORT materials for YOUR paper.

1. Draft your research paper.  Include your source material using appropriate MLA citation format. There will not be an official first draft to turn in for this assignment, but I encourage you to let Professor Martin (during his office hours) or someone from the TLCC view an early draft. You will then bring a draft into class for peer review.

1. Revise your paper.  By “revise” I don’t mean proofread for grammar mistakes.  Instead, take a look at your paper’s structure, supporting details & facts, citations, overall tone and organization.  Most importantly, how does your paper flow?  How does it come together?  Is it coherent throughout? 

1. Carefully proofread your paper.  Check everything – content, context, grammar, punctuation, spelling, citation format, page numbers, heading, title – EVERYTHING! 

THE RULES

1. 5 sources minimum.8 maximum. YOU MUST have a VARIETY of sources, and you may use up to 2 standard website sources (non-database) approved by me.  Also, at least one of your sources must be found off-line (Ex book, interview, magazine, etc.).

1. Be wary of certain websites for source material. Again, YOU MUST HAVE MY APPROVAL OF ANY STANDARD WEBSITE SOURCES USED (those not found in our school’s databases). 

*     Inappropriate web sources: personal sites, any non-credentialed sites, business sites, most entertainment sites (popular culture), Wikipedia.
*    Appropriate web sources: database articles, information/news sources, journals, advocacy sites, any source with a credentialed name and an editorial staff.  

1. Your paper must be at least 4 complete pages and no more than 7 pages (not counting the Works Cited page).  

1. Your paper will include appropriate MLA 8th edition in-text citations within the paper itself and a Works Cited page at the end (no, it’s not inclusive of your required 4 pages). 

1. No title page and no binder.

1. Double- space your paper and Works Cited page. 

1. 12 point, Times New Roman font ONLY.

1. Watch your paper’s structure and mechanics carefully.  I will be taking off points for excessively sloppy work. 

1.  Warning:  If you plagiarize any source material in your research paper, I will assign a zero to your paper. 

1.  LATE WORK will be subject to all major assignment guidelines per the syllabus. Because this assignment is worth so much, late grades may drastically affect a student’s overall grade.

1. You will submit a final copy ONLY to PAL on the due date.
FORBIDDEN GENERAL TOPICS

Avoid controversial topics altogether. Remember, this is an INFORMATIVE paper, not an argumentative or persuasive paper. You will learn argumentative writing techniques in ENC1102.

Abortion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pregnancy							Death penalty
Diabetes							Legalization of marijuana
Schizophrenia						Steroid use 
Obesity issues						Global warming
Cancer (all forms of it)					Gun control or gun rights
Divorce							Stem cell research
Civil rights 							The Affordable Care Act 		
Child abuse							Euthanasia				
GMO’s							Entertainment violence 
Serial killers
Lowering the drinking age				The Illuminati
Animal rights/animal cruelty issues			Police brutality
The Confederate flag					Conspiracy theories
Politics or Politicians					Current events
Celebrity news or gossip					Religion

*Professor Martin reserves the right to veto a topic not on this list if he deems it inappropriate or not valid for this assignment.
		
TIP: If you’re unable to find any information at all on your chosen topic in any of the databases our school is subscribed to, AVOID IT.


Upcoming Dates to Remember

*TOPIC DEADLINE Due to PAL Dropbox – 							
*THESIS, FULL OUTLINE & WORKS CITED PAGE Due in class –		

*Complete DRAFT (with Works Cited page and in-text citations)	Due to PAL Dropbox –														
*FINAL DRAFT DUE to PAL Dropbox –					
